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KERERU NEWS No. 63 (12 May 2008) from Ralph Powlseland 
 
Information about and observations of kereru / kuku / kukupa / kokopa / New Zealand pigeon / 
parea / Chatham Islands pigeon 
 
1. Kereru in the Maungatautari Ecological Island Trust’s mainland island – Chris Smuts-

Kennedy 
 
The Xcluder fence encircling the Maungatautari mainland island, Waikato, was completed in winter 
2006, and three aerial poison baiting operations were then undertaken, the final one being in 
September 2007. We have now had two breeding seasons with pest species at least significantly 
controlled if not eradicated, and that seems to have resulted in observations by MEIT staff of 
several birds species in greater numbers than previously, including kereru. For example, in mid 
February a flock of 20 kereru was seen near the southern exclosure, and another flock of 15 near 
Albert’s property. These observations have yet to be backed up with monitoring results, but we are 
carrying out 5-minute bird counts biennially (two completed and the next to be carried out in 
November). 
 
2. Kereru courtship displays – Ralph Powlesland 
 
As a result of my comment in Kereru News No. 61 about the lack of kereru courtship display 
recorded on video, Jean King sent me some footage on DVD of a kereru displaying to another. I 
assume the displaying bird is a male and the other his mate. The sequence starts with two twirls, 
one in each direction, by the ‘male’ on a branch within 0.5 m of the other (I don’t think the tail of the 
twirling bird brushed the other), then the displaying bird adopts a semi-erect posture and carries 
out what looks like two ‘swipes’ of noisy preening of primaries (head under wing) (I’ve seen and 
heard this of kereru), then still in the semi-erect posture but with head now bowed on to its chest 
and fluffed-up feathering, particularly of white chest and upper dorsal neck feathers, the bird does 
a sequence of six vigorous bounce movements that result in the branch and the other bird moving 
as well, followed lastly by two more twirls, one in each direction. The other bird did not respond 
positively or negatively, although the description in HANZAB suggests the displays can be a 
prelude to copulation.    
 
3. Large flock of kereru at Waikanae – Edward Dixon 
 
On the 2nd February 2OO8 at about 2 pm I was walking in the Waikanae riverbed below the SH 1 
bridge when a flock of kereru flew over me.  There was many and I was not able to count them but 
I estimated that there were about 40. I have lived in Waikanae for over the 55 years and this is the 
largest flock of kereru I’ve seen. 
 
4. Release of a captive kereru near Warkworth – Warren Agnew 
 
Each year we care for kereru which have flown into windows in our Scotts Landing, Warkworth, 
neighbourhood. We have just built a good sized aviary with two separate compartments and the 
other day we transferred a pigeon into each of the sections. Two days later I noticed one bird, 
which had recovered after six weeks of care and was to be released the next day, moving 
constantly and excitedly in its compartment. It had flown to a branch placed near the roof and was 
walking backwards and forwards along it at a high speed. What was causing the caged bird to act 
so excitedly was the fact that it could see a wild kereru nearby but I couldn't see it until it flew down 
onto the aviary.  
 
The wild kereru paid no attention to the other kereru in the cage next door. We watched the birds 
with great interest and decided the one we were caring for should be released immediately. When 
Lois went to the aviary the wild kereru flew only 10 metres away and sat watching intently. Lois 
caught the aviary bird, took it outside and placed it on the ground. It flew onto a pergola some 20 
metres away where the wild bird quickly joined it. The injured bird had been picked up about a 
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kilometre away from our place, and we think that the injured bird and the wild pigeon that arrived at 
the aviary were probably mates.  
 
5. Flight speed of a kereru – Nikki La Monica 
 
I clocked a kereru flying at 78-80 km/hr for at least a kilometre next to me along SH1, Kapiti coast. 
 
6. Increase in kereru distribution – Ralph Powlesland 
 
A comparison of the results from the OSNZ surveys of 1969-79 and 1999-04 suggests an increase 
in kereru distribution through New Zealand. The survey in 1969-79 used 10,000 yd grid squares, 
and 10,000 m grid squares were used in 1999-04. 96% of total squares through North, South and 
Stewart Islands were surveyed during each period.  
 
This table shows the proportion of surveyed squares that kereru were detected in. 

Survey Island 
Squares surveyed / 
squares with kereru 

% squares 
with kereru 

1969/79 North Island  1582 / 813 51.40% 

1999/04 North Island  1400 / 1013 72.40% 

1969/79 
South & Stewart 
Island 1958 / 836 42.70% 

1999/04 
South & Stewart 
Island 1641 / 773 47.10% 

1969/79 Total 3540 / 1649 46.60% 

1999/04 Total 3041 / 1786 58.70% 

 
The increased distribution in the North Island appears to have been mainly in rural Waikato, 
Taranaki and Wairarapa, plus in the forested and rural region of East Cape. In the South Island 
there seems to have been a decline in distribution in the forests of the Buller region, and an 
increase through rural Canterbury and Southland.  
 
7. Kereru – continuation of where various topics of information about kereru are available, 

and where the gaps in our knowledge about kereru are (full listing available to DOC staff 
at docdm-117328) – Ralph Powlesland 

 
Breeding effort – regional timing of breeding, variability from year to year, nesting attempts per 
season, re-nesting after failed attempt, over-lapping nesting attempts 
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